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region, the most important being in the country round Bordeaux,
from which come such well-known wines as M&loc, St. Julien, and
Sauterne. Farther north, in the basin of the Charente, are grown
the vines from which brandy is made, and Cognac, situated on that
river, is the centre of the brandy-distilling industry. Plums and
walnuts are also important products of Aquitaine.
The industries of Aquitaine" are chiefly concerned with the prepa-
ration for the markets of its various agricultural products, and it is
only at the ports, where coal and raw material can easily be obtained
by sea, that manufactures assume a more varied character. At
Bordeaux, there are chemical works and sugar and petroleum
refineries; at Pauiliac, the outport of Bordeaux, and at Bayonne,
ironworks. In order to prevent damage being done by moving
sand dunes, the Landes have in many places been planted with
forests of pine and cork, and these have given rise to various pur-
suits, such as the preparation of pit-props and cork and the extrac-
tion of resinous products.
THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION AND THE RHONE VALLEY. The
Mediterranean region differs in several respects from the rest of
France. Along the coast much of the soil is infertile, but farther
inland it improves and is capable of producing valuable crops.
The climate, hot and dry in summer, mild and moist in winter,
gives the region its characteristic vegetation, the vine, the olive,
and the mulberry being its typical products. Of the area under
vines in France over one-third is included within the Mediterranean
region, which also contains practically all the olive-yards of the
country. Arable farming is not of much account, but sheep are
reared on the upper slopes of the hills and on parts of the lowlands.
With the Mediterranean region may be also considered the
Rhone valley, where the soil is generally more favourable even if the
climate is less beneficent. Nearly one-tenth of the vineyards of
France lie within it; but the olive does not make its way far
beyond the Mediterranean region. The mulberry grows in both
regions but Ardeche and Gard produce about three-fourths of the
rapidly declining output of raw silk.
The olive grows well in many parts of the Mediterranean coast
where the soil is too dry or stony for otter crops. Elsewhere,
however, it is not in exclusive possession of the land it occupies,
but is cultivated along with cereals or vegetables.